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Where the local fire department response time cannot meet a 10-minute response time in 90% of their calls, additional fire 

protection measures are taken to reduce the spread of fire to neighboring properties.  This does not affect the permitted 

setbacks set out in the municipal zoning bylaw, it simply means the construction techniques change to provide better fire 

protection as buildings get closer to property lines.  When the property is adjacent to a road, lane, or other public 

thoroughfare, exceptions will apply. 

Exposing Building Face Requirements - Houses 

1.2m 
(4 ft) 

Highly unlikely that any municipal zoning bylaw would 

permit construction of a dwelling within 1.2m of a 

property line;  

If permitted, construction of the EBF is the same as 

below, except no combustible cladding is permitted 

1.2m (4ft) 
up to 

2.4m (8ft) 

2.4m (8ft) 
or greater 

CCA 

SAFER BUILDINGS THROUGH EXPERIENCED, 

KNOWLEDGEABLE, AND CONSISTENT CODE APPLICATION 
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Exposing Building Face Requirements - Accessory Structures 

Protection of Soffits - ALL BUILDINGS 

• Non-vented 
soffit 

• Protected / 
Blocked 

Where a soffit projects at any point within 1.2m of a property line, then 

the soffit shall have no openings, be constructed with non-vented metal 

soffit, or have solid wood blocking installed. 

 

And… no soffit is permitted within 450mm (18”) of a property line – this 

will affect the truss overhang for many detached garages. 

 If garage wall is at 750mm (18”) setback, max truss overhang = 

300mm (12”) 

 If garage wall is at 600mm (24”) setback, max truss overhang = 150mm 

(6”) 

1.2 m (4 ft) 

Achieved by installing 5/8” Type X drywall on interior. 

0 glazing permitted if limiting 
distance is less than 2.4 m (8 ft) 

1.2 m (4 ft), then 45 min 

CCA 

SAFER BUILDINGS THROUGH EXPERIENCED, 

KNOWLEDGEABLE, AND CONSISTENT CODE APPLICATION 


